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A friend of mine has a category in her mind that’s called 
   “Isn’t that interesting.” 
She puts all sorts of things into it. 
    She says, “Whenever one of my students,  
         or one of my co-workers gets really upset over a seemingly 
           insignificant occurrence, I try not to get mad. 
    Instead I simply say to myself, ‘Isn’t that interesting…’” 
 
She says she does the same thing with certain political actions,  
   or things said or not said by our Catholic bishops. 
She simply tucks it away in the back of her mind  
   in the “Isn’t that interesting” category. 
 
I recently heard something that I would put in that category myself. 
   One of the speakers at the LA Congress this year said this… 
 
She said, “You know when Jesus was praying in the garden… 
     you know so much so that his sweat became like blood. 
       And he prayed to God, ‘Father, I don’t want to go through with this… 
          I don’t want to die.’ I wonder sometimes” she said,  
      “If maybe God didn’t say, ‘I don’t care. Accept the cross, 
         Don’t accept the cross.  
I really don’t care…as long as whatever you do you do out of love.’”  
 
When she said that, I found myself thinking, “Isn’t that interesting.” 
   
You see because I grew up believing that in accepting the cross, 
  Jesus was simply obeying the will of God… 
     You know “obedient unto death, death on a cross.” 
 
But I’ve always struggled a little bit with that image of God— 
    a father who would send his son to die … 
       That just doesn’t jive with the God Jesus speaks of in the Gospels. 
     It doesn’t jive with my understanding of a loving God. 
 
And so I find interesting this alternate view of the garden… 
   because now the will of God isn’t that Jesus will live or Jesus will die… 
      the will of God is that Jesus will love.  



And then that leaves Jesus with a choice…doesn’t it? 
   As he is arrested and tried and convicted  
     and made to endure the way of the cross… 
He can stand for the message he preached for the last three years… 
   A message of offer no resistance to injury…turn the other cheek… 
      Don’t be afraid…Trust God…Love one another… 
He can choose that message… 
   Or he can choose to walk away from it.      
 
And we’re here today because Jesus chose to Love… 
   John’s gospel that we read last night  
      at the Holy Thursday Liturgy contained these words:  
“Jesus loved his own in the world and he would love them to the end.” 
 
It makes sense then to me that God might say to him in the garden… 
   “I don’t care what you do…as long as you love.” 
 
Today we come to celebrate that love… 
    And today we come to be challenged by that love… 
       And today we come to imitate that love… 
 
Today God says to us… 
   “I don’t care what you do…as long as you love.” 
 
And this is not some theology of anything goes… 
   It’s a theology of radical discipleship… 
    It’s a theology of truly giving our lives completely  
       to the one we call the Christ. 
 
To offer no resistance to injury…to turn the other cheek… 
   To trust God in the darkest times of our lives 
     To not be afraid… 
 
It truly is a radical way of being…a radical way of living 
     It is love to the end. 
         It is the way of the cross. 


